
EPM Cloud Trends
Enterprise performance management 
(EPM) is now in the cloud.

79%

Indicate they have plans for EPM in the Cloud within the 
next two years, versus 65 percent in last year’s survey .

EPM Cloud is the New Status Quo

1. Just say “No” to upgrades
Economic considerations remain key reasons for 
moving to thea cloud, and with systems starting to age, 
avoiding on-premises upgrades rises to the top .

2. Reduce Risk of Technology Obsolescence with Cloud
Companies understand and appreciate the benefits of continuous innovation from frequent and painless upgrades - 
and also reducing the risk of technology obsolescence.

48% Avoid On-Premises 
Upgrades

47% Avoid Infastructure 
Investment

38% Lower
TCO

23%
2016

42%

2017

48%

2018

% naming on-premises upgrade avoidance as a reason for moving to cloud 

3. Come to save money, but stay       
    for business agility

The competitive advantage offered by always-new 
technology and increased agility are even more 
attractive than the substantial economic benefits.

89% Staying Current 
on Technology

79% Being Able to 
Deploy Faster

79% Increased
Flexibility

77% Economic 
Benefits

4. Best practices are baked   
    into the cloud
Cloud services make it easier to disseminate 
standardized best practices across an organization, 
which can lead to higher productivity and performance 

41% Single Source of Data / 
a More Global View

41% Rolling
Forecasts

37% Driver-Based
Planning & Budgeting

 

6. It’s not just about the numbers
Nearly two thirds agree that expanding qualitative 
commentary on corporate performance is critical, but 
more than half lack the right tools to get the job done.

65%

Expanding 
qualitative 

commentary 
is critical 

 

52%

Lack the
Right Tools

`

5. What’s next for the EPM Cloud?
Financial consolidation and close has risen in 
importance to the next significant area to move to 
cloud. It ranked in second place, up from 5th place just 
a few years ago.  

55% Financial Planning &
Budgeting

54% Financial 
Consolidation & Close

47% Financial
Reporting

 a

8. Tools used to govern data structure     
   changes across enterprise systems
Organizations still rely on manual tools and processes 
to manage data structure and hierarchy changes. These 
ad hoc methods are not easily repeatable, trackable, nor 
auditable .

70% Spreadsheets 
and Emails

61% Face-to-Face
Meetings

33% Collaboration Tools
(Slack, Box, etc)

 a

9. The power to transform
More organizations are exploring emerging technologies 
to transform finance to make better decisions faster and 
automate routine tasks - reducing errors and improving 
efficiency.

40% Adaptive (Artificial)
Intelligence (AI)

37% Blockchain
Technologies

34% Robotic Process
Automation (RPA)

7. No more “Black Boxes”
Companies plan to calculate indirect costs with greater 
transparency.   IT financial management costing is becoming 
more popular. 

26%
32%

Calculate allocations of indirect costs with  
Transparency (easy to see and understand)

IT Financial 
management costing

23%
43%

Already do

Plan to do

To learn more, read the full report:

Learn more
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