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Database Activity Monitoring (DAM) remains an essential concept in modern
enterprises. The principle of monitoring and controlling sensitive data access
has never been more important. But legacy DAM tools, designed for static,
on-premises databases, are broken in today’s cloud-first, Al-driven world. This
white paper explains why organizations must move beyond legacy
approaches, how the Data Security Lifecycle (DSL) provides a guiding
framework, and how Next Generation DAM, embedded within a Data Security
Platform (DSP), enables leaders to reduce risk, streamline compliance, and
accelerate innovation.

Enterprises today are undergoing rapid transformation. Data no longer sits in
a handful of on-premises databases. It now flows through Saa$S platforms,
cloud warehouses, data lakes, and even generative Al models. Regulations
such as GDPR, CPRA, and industry-specific mandates increase compliance
burdens, while credential compromise and insider threats remain leading
causes of breaches. CISOs, ClIOs, and CDOs must answer board-level
questions about risk exposure, compliance gaps, and the cost of operating
outdated tools.

Traditional DAM solutions struggle because:

e Static architecture built for monolithic databases, not dynamic muilti-
cloud environments.

e Heavy reliance on agents and proxies, degrading performance and
complicating operations.

e Limited context, focusing only on activity logs without business insight
or enforcement.

e High costs with limited value, often reduced to noisy compliance
checkboxes.

SecuPi - Copyright 2025 WWwWWw.secupi.com


http://www.secupi.com/

DAM Is Not Dead: It Is Just Broken

The need to monitor and control access to sensitive data is stronger than
ever. What has failed is the outdated execution model. Next Generation DAM
modernizes the concept, re-engineering it to fit hybrid, cloud-native, and Al-
driven enterprises.

The Data Security Lifecycle (DSL)
Framework

The DSL offers a practical model for governing data security. It consists of five
core stages, each of which is supported and strengthened by Next
Generation DAM:

e Discovery: Real-time visibility into where sensitive data resides.

e Classification: Automated labeling and tagging based on sensitivity
and regulation.

e Monitoring: Continuous, context-aware observation of data access
across all environments.

e Access Control: Fine-grained, policy-driven enforcement using ABAC,
masking, and encryption.

e Enforcement: Automated, real-time actions that block unauthorized
activity and prevent breaches.
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Next Generation DAM as Part of a DSP

Next Gen DAM delivers strategic advantages:

e Unified coverage across on-prem, cloud, SaaS, data lakes, and Al
platforms.

e Fine-grained, policy-based controls that enforce least privilege in real
time.

e Contextual intelligence distinguishing normal business activity from risky
behavior.

e Agentless, automated, and scalable deployment with reduced operational
burden.

e Executive-ready reporting aligned with boardroom risk, compliance, and
cost metrics.

Business Impact

Enterprises adopting Next Gen DAM within DSL-aligned DSP platforms realize:

e Reduced compliance costs and fewer failed audits.

e Lower risk of insider abuse and credential misuse.

e Accelerated adoption of cloud and Al technologies without
compromising security.

e Tool consolidation and operational efficiency, reducing cost and
complexity.
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Comparison with Legacy DAM Solutions

Capability

Deployment

Coverage

User Visibility

Blocking & Response

Data Protection

Access Control

Compliance

Operational Impact

Legacy DAM

Agent-based, heavy
installation, high
performance overhead

Limited to on-prem SQL
databases; blind to SaaS
and Al

Generic DBA/service
accounts, poor user context

Logs and alerts after
incidents; remediation is
manual and occurs only

after the fact

Minimal support beyond
logging

Coarse-grained, audit-
focused

Weak GDPR/CPRA support,
reliant on logs

High cost, resource-heavy,
degraded performance
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Next Generation DAM (SecuPi)

Agentless, cloud-native, minimal

overhead

Full visibility across on-prem, cloud,

SaaS, data lakes, Al

Real-time monitoring with full
user identity context

Real-time blocking, masking, and
policy enforcement

FPE encryption, tokenization,
masking, and deletion

Fine-grained ABAC, dynamic

masking, policy-driven
enforcement

Consent management, right-to-
erasure, automated audit reports

Lightweight, cost-efficient,
optimized for hybrid/cloud
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C-level leaders should take the following steps:

Benchmark current DAM and data security maturity against the DSL.
Identify gaps in visibility, context, and enforcement capabilities.
Develop a roadmap to migrate from legacy DAM to Next Gen DAM
within a DSP.

4. Tie adoption directly to board-level outcomes: reduced risk, cost
efficiency, and agility.

NI

DAM as a concept is not obsolete, but the legacy model is broken. The future
lies in adopting Next Generation DAM, tightly aligned with the Data Security
Lifecycle. By embedding DAM into a unified DSP, enterprises can secure
sensitive data across every environment, satisfy compliance demands, and
enable innovation with confidence.
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Want to Learn More?

Watch a demo of the SecuPi Next Gen DAM in action:

4 )

Overview of SecuPi Next Gen DAM

See how SecuPi Next Gen DAM provides a comprehensive data
protection solution for your data stores.

Direct DB Tool with a Zero-touch Password-
less and SSO Experience

How SecuPi monitors, classifies, controls access, and de-identifies
(using Format Preserving Encryption) sensitive data across cloud and
on-premises environments.

SecuPi Next Gen DAM Integration with
T secu / CyberArk PSM

Next generat|
integration w!

o strongthen your Zord / 7 Integration with CyberArk PSM can dramatically strengthen your zero
; trust for data stores and help your organization protect sensitive
customer data.

About SecuPi

SecuPi empowers organizations to use data in a secure, compliant and responsible way. SecuPi's award
winning solution and methodology delivers next generation data security, privacy compliance, and consent
optimization from legacy on-prem to hybrid cloud environments. SecuPi's centrally managed, consistently
applied, transparent, data-centric security with Attribute-based Access Control (ABAC), monitoring, User
Behavior Analytics (UBA), and privacy enforcement is used by the largest global financial services firms,
insurance companies, telcos, retailers and more.

Move Your Business Forward

Contact us to begin a conversation about the benefits of a comprehensive data security
and privacy solution that is engineered for modern enterprises.

For more information visit us at: www.secupi.com For sales inquiries contact us at: sales@secupi.com
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